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Martha Bolling Markham was born on the 26th of April 1816, the ninth of eleven children born to 

John Markham and Lucy Champe Fleming of Goochland county Virginia.  Her father suffered 

from a “mental” illness off and on through his adult years, and he died when Martha was 

around the age of five.  The primary care of the Markham children fell to their mother, and to 

her father Judge William Fleming.  It was likely to Grandfather Fleming’s credit that the 

children lived comfortably and received an education.  Martha Markham’s health was 

compromised in childhood by a bout of pneumonia, and a fall from a horse which “compressed 

her spine”.  In later life, family members described her as “sprightly”, but her poor health may 

have contributed to her choosing not to marry. 

 

Martha Markham remained in the family home for much of her life.  Her beloved grandfather 

died when she was about ten years old, and her mother persevered with the help of her oldest 

children, to raise up the younger ones in the family.  In 1835, Lucy Fleming Markham moved 

with her teenage children to Versailles, Woodford county Kentucky, where they would be 

nearer to the families of her oldest children.  Lucy died in Versailles in 1840, when Martha was 

about twenty-five years of age.  About this same time, with most of her siblings married, 

Martha Markham must have begun life on her own.  She remained a single lady, living in 

Versailles Kentucky, for the next sixty-five years. Census records indicate that she boarded with 

various families in the community, and she was sometimes caring for family “strays”.   

 

1850 Census of Woodford county Kentucky; Versailles, pg 449 

Martha Markham; 32 (1818) Virginia 

living with the family of George and Felicia Lackland 

also in household- 

Mary Williams; 20 (1830) Mississippi 

 

A note on the 1850 census:  Mary Williams is the orphaned daughter of Judith Virginia 

Markham Williams, and the niece of Martha Bolling Markham.  Mary Williams was also 

enumerated in the household of her Aunt Aubin Markham Hutchins in Natchez, Mississippi in 

1850. 

 

1860 Census of Woodford county Kentucky; Versailles, pg 836 

Martha Markham; 40 (1820) Virginia 

boarding with several persons 

 

1880 Census of Woodford county Kentucky; Versailles  

Martha Markham; 60 (1820) Virginia; boarder 



 

1900 Census of Woodford county Kentucky; Versailles, East Morgan Street 

Martha Markham; 84, born Apr 1816, Virginia; single 

 

Family letters, and newspaper articles attest to her beloved status among family and friends.  

They are drawn on here to tell more of Martha’s story. 

 

1853, Sept; Lue Markham (visiting in Versailles) to her sister Pattie Markham, Sep 1853: 

I attended church in Versailles last sabbath, saw Uncle John, Aunt Lucy, Aunt Martha and cousin 

Janette.  Uncle John is as big as Pa, I believe, has a very white head though no grey, has one of the dearest 

little babies I ever saw.  His name is Jimmy, for Aunt Lucy's father.  They think him the greatest child 

that ever was born, particularly Aunt Martha.  He is seven months old. 

Aunt Martha looks thinner than I ever saw her, though she says her health is better than it has been for 

several years.  I met her at church as we were leaving.  She says she was not certain whether it was I, but 

she thought she would run the risk of speaking to me.  I went home with her and went to church with her 

in the afternoon.  

[source] The Markham Letters; Frances Dosset Swan, 1987. 

 

1860, Feb 25th; Willie Markham to his mother Susan Railey Markham: 

Aunt Martha [Markham] has probably left you ere this.  You will miss her sprightly and amusing talk.  

Remember me to her when you write.  

[source] The Markham Letters; Frances Dosset Swan, 1987. 

 

1860, March 31; Frances Markham Russell (Yazoo City Mississippi) to her sister Jeanette 

Markham Thornton (Versailles Kentucky):  

. . .  I was glad to hear from Uncle John and his family.  Give my love to them.  Where is Aunt Martha? 

 

St John’s Episcopal Church was organized in Versailles Kentucky about the 29th of June 1847.  

Martha Bolling Markham was one of the founding members, and remained active through her 

lifetime:  

1847; Miss Martha Markham of Versailles 

1857; Martha Markham was witness to the baptism of Mrs Emerine Matilda Wooldridge age 45, 

on 9             Nov 1857 

1864; Witness to the wedding of Richmond Gray (slave of JD Helm) and Caroline Taylor (slave 

of Mrs Thomas P Porter) on 24 Jan 1864; Martha Markham 

1892, April; Miss Martha Markham 

1899, May 1; Miss Martha Markham does not attend, but claims membership 

[source]  Records of St John’s Episcopal Church (Versailles Kentucky) Parish Register; sent to 

Pam Garrett in March 1991, by Pat Connelly, Church Secretary.   

 

 

 

 



Versailles Oldest Woman— 

 

Miss Martha Markham, who reached her 87th birthday a week ago last Sunday, April 26th, is the oldest 

white resident of Versailles. 

 

Miss Markham has lived in this community continuously since 1835 and says there remains but small 

vestige of the Versailles that she came to as a girl nearly sixty-eight years ago.  "There is no one of my 

acquaintance living in the town today who was here when I first came here", said Miss Markham, "and I 

am the last of my family and generation". 

 

Miss Markham is a Virginian and was born at "Castle Hill" 30 miles from Richmond, in Hanover 

county, the county that gave birth to Patrick Henry and Henry Clay.  Her father was John Markham and 

her mother the daughter of Judge William Fleming, an eminent Virginia jurist, who was a warm friend of 

Washington.  Miss Markham says she often heard her mother relate that General Washington and 

Thomas Jefferson were dining at "Castle Hill" with Judge Fleming the day that Cornwallis reached 

Richmond and how, when the courier brought the news, they hastily dropped their forks and knives and 

hurried toward Richmond.  Miss Markham was one of 13 children, and was so delicate from early 

childhood, as the result of an illness of pleuratic pneumonia and a fall from a horse which produced 

concussion of the spine, that the family physician informed her mother she would not live to be grown.  

Notwithstanding which, she has lived to see every member of her family put beneath the sod, and there is 

every reason to believe that her life will be spared many years yet. 

 

Miss Markham's father died when she was five years old.  Her mother, with several children, moved from 

Virginia to Versailles in 1835 in order to be nearer to her eldest sons who had engaged in business in the 

South.  Mrs Markham bought the dwelling on Rose Hill now owned by Mr and Mrs James E Neet.  She 

died in that house in 1841 at the age of 67 years. 

 

Miss Martha Markham for twenty years or more spent her winters south with her brothers and sisters, 

who had married there, but the last of them has long since passed to the other shore. 

 

Miss Markham, in spite of her physical infirmities, is a remarkably active woman and walks from one end 

of the town to the other with greater ease than many of her friends who are younger in years.  She has a 

clear and retentive memory and is very bright and entertaining in conversation.  In her youth Miss 

Markham was one of the loveliest girls in Versailles, a great belle in society and noted for her vivacity and 

clever wit. 

 

[source]  Woodford Sun (Versailles, Kentucky); exact date unknown, about 1904. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A few years later this similar article was published in the Woodford Sun: 

 

Oldest Person in Versailles 

Miss Martha Markham died list Thursday---was born in Virginia 

 

Miss Martha Markham died of pneumonia at 2:00 friday morning at Mrs Theresa Barbour's on Main 

Street after a brief illness.  Miss Markham went to Mrs Barbour's to board on Tuesday last week.  She 

was suffering from a deep cold, which developed into congestion of the lungs.  A trained nurse was sent 

for Thursday and was with her when she died. 

 

[three paragraphs drawn from the 1904 news article above] 

 

Funeral services were held friday afternoon by Dr GH Rout; Rev RC Caswall, Rev RJ Bamber; member of 

the Episcopal Church, burial Versailles cemetery beside graves of Miss Markham's brother, John 

Markham and his wife and child. 

 

[source] Woodford Sun (Versailles, Kentucky); 15 March 1906.  

 

Martha Bolling Markham left a Will of record in Woodford county Kentucky: 

 

Will of Martha Bolling Markham; Woodford county Kentucky; Will Book 6, pg 380 

I Martha B Markham make this my last will and testament. 

First I direct that all of my just debts and funeral expenses be paid. 

Second my deceased sister, Mrs Aubin Hutchins gave me sixty seven dollars in gold which I 

deposited with the Harris Selles Banking co, this same I direct shall be divided equally between 

my niece, Mrs Aubin Wells, and my friend, Mrs Charlotte Bowmar. 

Third, All the residue of my property of every description whatever I give and devise to my 

friend Mrs Charlotte Bowmar and I hereby appoint her exectrix of this will and request that no 

surety be required on her bond as such.  This April 18, 1903. 

MB Markham 

wit:  WO Davis,  LT Davis 

recorded and admitted to probate 23 Apr 1906 

 

Settlement Book 6  pg 532   Bundle #236 

State of Kentucky; Woodford County Court; 14 Mar 1907 

Settlement Book 6, page 532; Bundle #236 

A settlement made with Mrs Charlotte Bowmar, executrix of Miss Martha Marcum was filed at 

the last term of Court and continued for exceptions and no exceptions being taken thereto the 

same was examined an approved and ordered to be of record.   RH Gray  clerk 

 

 

 

 



Do you want to know more? 

Link to Martha Bolling Markham in database 

St John’s Episcopal Church of Versailles, Kentucky - History 

 

 

Bio of Martha Bolling Markham; prepared by Pamela Hutchison Garrett for John Markham 

of Chesterfield website; 2018. 

http://markhamchesterfield.com/getperson.php?personID=I242&tree=mkchest
https://www.stjohnsky.com/history-of-st-johns

